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& | recoived a phone call from Grant
Gaorge af Funco Molorsporls in
garly Januany abou! tagging along

with kirn o & trip fo bhe sond dunes

naar Abu Dhabi in the United Arab

Emirates. | had always wanled lo go

and check oul the dunes thera, bt

my first reaciion was T can'l make .~

My family was in the car with me and

heard the whole conversalion. Alter |

bung up with Grant, my wife and kids
fold me that I can’t make it* wasn'l
an oplion.  What a cool family | hava.

Fast forward thigd weroks and [ wos
on a plang hoadad to 8 country half
vy ancund the workd from my home
it novtheen Galifornia. The Sights lo
gof from Sacramando io Dubal wora
dneradibly fong, buf the hespdalily
shown fo us by our host Khaled Birr
Shalban made it 8T worthwhile,

Khaled owns a two seal Funco
Husllor, & Funco Teryx and has a Gon
5 an ordor, plus he had fronds and
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family joining up with him fn Liwa that
had Rhinos, RZRs, a Redling Reval
and & buneh of ATVE.

Opir group wand for many rides from
Liwva fo Moreeb Dune whera the
sand drags arg hald (abou! hen miles
each way). Khaled led the way in his
bpauiifiul fwo seal Funce Hustler and
a pack of UTVE and ATVs lollowad
along bahind. There were bultery
smooih dunes as far 85 you could
208 in every direction. W just
fouchod the bp of the icpberg on the
way fo Morsab Dune, and the amount
of zand iz boyond anything that |
could describe. Moreab Dune was
quite 8 happaning spol. If I chosed my
ayes | could almost imagine that |
wirg 01 i Califprnia at Oldsmobile
Hl in Glamiz.

On two differant days, | was lucky
enough (o ride o brand now 2009
Yamaha YEZ450R, [ hadnT rdden an
ATV in ower & yaar, 50 [ cowkdn T
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Tha Unéted Arab Eminatos (UAE) is a
fodoration of Sawin S1016E (omiraies)
= Ay Dihabd, Dubad, Ajman, Fujairah,
Ras al-Khaimah, Sharjah and Umm
al-Cadwain - formed in 1971 after
indepandence fram Britsin, Tha

United Arab Emdratos i5 a shoe of land

on thé southeast tip of the Arabian
Poninsula. Like other nations in the
region, it Sits on vast ol resenves. Bul
that's wihene tha similanty ands.

Whille Saudl Arabia adbenos 1o L
girictosl tenots of Isinm, the United
Arab Emirates is much more redaxod,
and, fof this put-ﬂ'l'll'rnwﬂﬂ-:i,
axfirpmeply liboral, Alcohal is Soraad

I restlaurants and holel bars, bekinks
are gooen at kool pools and on the
beachos of the Arablan Gull, and
Araba and non-Araba mingle frealy.
The WAE has becoma a cosmopalitan
nation and o meRing pod of cultures,
Thats i3 o large coboey of axpoirisle
Breits remasning from when the
Emirales wons parl of the British
Comeananvaoalth, and an oqually large
rurmnba of Asricans doing business
hara, Arable ia tho official lenguage,
bul English ks widely spoken, and
bowaring s axtramely easy. | wad
gonuinoly improssod by thy

wammih and friendlingss of the

local Arah poapla.
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ZAvited Arab Lmirates

befteve thal | Tew haltway argund
tho world pnd ondad Up on such &
niee mde. Grant also sadabed LA A0
a Yamaha Raplor one day and [ am
suyrg he hasn' beon on an ATV v @
fanyg bimid Bl jurgl ko ha d08s iR
sand cars and UTYe, Grant wasg

O It

The big avent while we weane horg
is the annoual WY elimbs al Maraal
Dundg. Mordab Dung i Dosaly
transiated as “Scary Mountaln® and
has a mepoded 50 degres sip face,
and a 300m long kit ciimb, With a
pavend rosd 1o tha bil, bloachars,
fights and & halipad, Morgeb Dung
is tho place for organized sand
drag races. The Moraeb Dune
Championship is organized by Aby
Dhald Motors Clvl and Safires
timad hi elimbs for Molorcycias,
ATVE sand cors, and 4x4ds. The

arags occur ol dgind, 5o aftar our
aftemaon fAde, we would grab a
snack arad fhen head oul fo the iV in
strpal vahicles. The 25 km road oul
o Morgal Dune from Liwa was bl
3_.':!{'-5--"'1.'4?'-'..-' 1o ool pandpla oo 10 LG
hill and ends rght al the base

iy farsf gl &l e -:'."'.?_l'.:.‘:. W

warg hangig owl walcivng e
achon when up strolis & fow famiar
facos. Hall way arownd the wonld,
and wo bump wnda CRTs rom CBEM
.“.-‘!l’_i.'l:l.',:'t_rlr'“_..'.'S_ SO o sarnd Limo
and Ed "Pound Sand” Memela

And tha naxt I:.l'-\'.l_.-' Sut e I DUg
hill. [ ravy indo Todd Rormmnd [rom
Dr.;lg:lrl Firg Rperng. Frodty amazing
o run 0o paopie YoUu RNow S0 far
from our gunes Dack horme, Dl

nol ioo surprising since many U5
businossos have lakon nolicd of tho
LIAESs markel polaniu,
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Ty sad oS

all tha actndly

soclfudad
area where the faloon wouwlda 't be
disfraciod

Affer the frafner gof s phaasant

ina :-rc.r:- o ar.ru-:!r Hw

I could baraly sea the falcon
i fow Beros:
|_'.|r1c.:.v1h iy

var the hirg

g the deserl. Thon,

climbad and o frally the
travinor fad Ik

anadd Beravg of 1o the "u.ll..lﬂﬂ This f'1 |
cooded off and [ was able

real cloze wp R

a chickan
; was through, fhey
@van fol me ok

Meals ar Kk
ar incragible ax )
Tuiett fd difnds hang W be

g ol silling on the Boor
with alf k . famb
amnd fish in fro r.|r of us |
el arler wath fhaeir Bar

Grani and |
. After a fow

1AM, Late eating, lots of Arabic

N T e v S e g

Empty Quarter

Thes Py’ al Kihall, or Sha Emply Cuicdir in
English, & o of e Erpisd sand deserts
in the workd, encompassing mosd of e
Eoutham thied of By Arabian Panineuks,
Inciuding SOutwem Saudi Arabia, and soas
of Orraaen, T Linfed Amb Emirbes and
“farnon. Thid cessert Comens Some 250,000
s imiess dand i o of th most

ol (iaciss on parh, Hnd entridy
uninhabiabis,

Thir Emnplty Crusrbér 15 1200 ke ong and
G50 b widke, aend s enong he Lepest
ContnUCUS 52 dunes in s workd, Abost
B0 poncird of Tis Ak s in T Kingdom

of mmﬂmﬂll
oyt of the Kingdon's Bnd surfaon. s
eartedTy ek axdond ind the United Arnd
Erniribds, and i pouthom mangin s inthe
Sutarmtn of O, Pits of &S southem and
spiravesbiann lrmis. are in o Flepuble of
Y.

T Pt B ke of Bho Ermpty Quser info
perapacive, thi onfne impadal Sand Dunes
oy i of 45 et By skt B rlles.
This irszbudon ol of th Wikbimess Ao
nath H%ﬁﬂﬂn I'I::iul‘u
ol dedurs. By comparaon, B Emply
Cxmrter CoRins an s Bt is 720 milis by
300 mibis, Lofs just pul hat in shvgle lorms.
Tha ienpedial Sand Dunos B about 0.1% e
s of thes Emly Casir,

www.sandaddiction.com 15



Cmripend i Ehir TS, wih

calfee, & few vary long days, plus
fol lag had iy Dody Compheialy
upsite down,

For yoars Bodown fribog kave
fooked lo the degor for thelr
fivelihood and leisure. Many
prople foday oo back (o the dasert
for revgt oo rerGuperady and indwige
i o varely of dosart sports Nkd
fraditional faleonry or camal
racing. Buwl more and more, thay
M soav what o e horsepower
Ean 9 o Aakd fhl'ng':': & Bit mord
axciting. The dunas in the UAE am
an amazing sight thal go foraver
and the paopia thera sure have

The YEZLS0R | rocke wisle | wos Do,
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Mioreat H i the frdn el

cawgh! on to how much fun you
can have mding in the sand. The
LAE has granad podeniiad for sand
foy manuficiuners thal can fieprrge
gl o 1o delnear product thara
aastly and avan more polaniial
for thoze thal spand the time o
wnderstand this distingt cullure.

My trg b0 the Sthar Side of the
word was frdly & oned 8 fefadrmap
apportunily, and I am theifted [
dign’t miss I [ want o thank Gram!
for irvwilivig rma Mo tag alang, Khalsd
for tha wonderful food and place

to stay, and my farmdly for talitng
mea el | had o 9o,

TT epie= ErinciBitn G By S Bl A
Wl i B LBAE
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wnow before you go

Evia Fadugh B Linited Arab Emirates &
b i, nolalnoly Bl SOty & B 8
Moliursdien reaion, and Vilashemars shousd bo
S o and nespnoiiul of cushoms in

s of divess s bebuwior, Hono o 8

T g

* Dont photogrmgdy Mbusim wormsn

= Don L point hd Botiom of your oot
£ B

& ATy Uei yOur nghl hgend for
I'.I."l'EJ st i sCale i) o ey
ST 1 AT

= T gurrivall of & neiewr uustet b dbwainys
B bl i i ADD veddkd Al
ity 3 OOl M Ml Defar S,

GRS Coordinates:

F-hl'll:rl:ll}ﬂ.l'll:l- Ladiucs: 22 9778,

Sospitality

For oarituries, ths nhabiants of
Aenbi ared tho Gull Sioles wore
By Pcarmicieches Bbicicainns ol Brvied
& Arrphy e guidod by harih marnl
e, bt T for Shasr hosspatndty
Fircrri wiitil | siirew g rry wisil, thed
ety f Alms Dihabd e 588 som of
Pl et (eire(arCoL e Moeits I Funyg (e

Aookah

Thi giays W 'worn wih calad & Shaha

Gy, Ghilbod i bl By, and | haras
e bk of Dok Gl £ HooRah Semseking
Chisha ks an oad Arabec radifion Fues boen
el fior Gt b Samacin iy the cliny™s
5, Wi rislaer with Teono and toarrdy

g Ll

¥
./ Want More?

Tor vierw mocne phabos froem this story
visil us cnding,
wwnaLsnndnddiction.com
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